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An ex-soldier is in training to 
cycle 335 miles to raise money 
for wounded servicemen and 
women.

Peter Williams is taking part in 
the Big Battlefield Bike Ride in 
aid of Help for Heroes.

With around 300 others he will 
cycle from Brussels to Paris over 
six days in June. 

On the way, they will call at 
First World War battlefields 
and memorials, marking this 
year’s 100th anniversary of the 
outbreak of the war.

Mr Williams, 56, of Colonel 
Stephens Way, St Michael’s, 
said: “Because of my Army back-
ground, Help for Heroes is a char-
ity I feel close to.

“I served for over 20 years and 
thought I now have the time 
and the will to raise money  
for injured servicemen and 
women.

“There are some servicemen 
who have lost both their legs 
and are taking part in the ride 
on special bikes. They may be in 
their 20s now, but they will need 
support for the next 50 years or 
more.”

Mr Williams is head of com-
munications and IT for a private 
security company.

Prior to that, he spent 21 years 
with the Royal Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers, leaving 

with the rank of warrant officer 
class 1.

This is the first time he has 
taken part in the annual Big Bat-
tlefield ride.

“I decided to do it because it is 
the 100th anniversary of the out-
break of the First World War,” he 
said. “We can easily forget what 
happened, and I want to do some-
thing to stop that.”

After reaching Paris, Mr Wil-
liams will come back to the UK 
on Eurostar to join with thou-
sands of other cyclists who have 
done Help for Heroes rides for a 
mass ride from Blackheath to 
The Mall in London on Sunday, 
June 8.

He has not set himself a fund-
raising target. So far he has got 
£3,600, including £690 from dona-
tions when he rode 100 miles in 
six hours on a static bike at Tesco 
in Tenterden on Saturday.

He was helped by members of 
Tenterden Rotary Club who col-
lected the money. 

Mr Williams is married to Maria 
and has two children, Richard, 
15, and Aileen, 12.
n To make a donation, go 
to www.bmycharity.com/
peterwilliams 

Top operas
Arias from popular operas 
will fill St Mildred’s Church, 
Tenterden, at a charity 
concert. International 
musicians Frank Lloyd and 
Rachel Robbins, accompanied 
by Jean Smith, return 
following a successful 
performance 18 months ago. 
The event is on March 22, at 
7.30pm. Proceeds will go to St 
Michael’s Church. Tickets are 
£10, including glass of wine, 
from Carol Stevens on 01580 
762703, Dr Raymond Crawfurd 
on 01580 762967, St Michael’s 
Post Office and Travelux.

Hearing help
An after care clinic for NHS 
hearing aid users is run by Hi 
Kent at Bethersden village 
hall, Forge Hill, on Wednesday, 
from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. 
People can get their hearing 
aids cleaned and re-tubed and 
also collect fresh batteries. 
They can also get details on Hi 
Kent’s equipment for the deaf 
or hard of hearing. 

Charity quiz
Quizzes to raise funds for 
Woodchurch Scouts are held 
on the third Sunday of the 
month in the Bonny Cravat in 
the village. They are at 7.30pm 
for teams of two to six people 
at £2 a head.

Breaking news
If you have a story or an 
issue you think we should be 
covering, contact Tenterden 
reporter Tricia Jamieson 
on 01233 895816 or email 
tjamieson@thekmgroup.co.uk

IN BRIEF

This image of Tenterden 
High Street may look like a 
model.

But, in fact it is a genuine 
photograph which James 
Cramp has tinkered with.

Mr Cramp took the picture 
from the top of St Mildred’s 
Church tower with a Canon 
7D and a standard lens at 
24mm focal length.

“Photography is a hobby 
of mine and I read about an 
editing technique called tilt 

and shift,” he said. “I saw 
something online which 
was similar and I thought I 
would give it a go. It makes 
a street picture look like a 
model  – I am quite pleased 
with the result.

“It requires an image 
taken from a high angle and 
manually introducing the 
depth of field by blurring the 
background and foreground. 
Then it’s just a case of 
increasing colour saturation 

and playing around with 
tone curves.”

Mr Cramp, 30, of 
Shrubcote, put his finished 
image on Facebook where 
he got positive comments.

He works for BT Open 
Reach and does photography 
in his spare time.

He helps run and exhibits 
at the Tenterden Gallery off 
High Street, which was set 
up by the Tenterden Makers 
artists co-operative.

Model example of a trick shot

Ex-soldier saddles up for 
300-mile ride for charity

There is still time to get a raffle 
ticket to support the building of 
a new annexe to Woodchurch 
Memorial Hall.

Villagers want to replace the 
dilapidated building used by 
the tennis club and Woodchurch 
Players.

They have launched a raffle 
with more than £2,000 worth of 
prizes to help finance the work.

Planning permission has been 
given for a new annexe and 
already £55,000 has been raised 
towards the £93,000 cost.

It is hoped that the raffle will 
raise around £5,000.

Tickets are £5 from the Wood-
church Community Informa-
tion Centre, the Six Bells and 
the Model Shop. 

The draw will be in the Memo-
rial Hall at 11am on Monday, 
March 31. Those taking along 
their raffle ticket will get free 
tea or coffee and cake. 

More funds for the building 
will be raised when a full Eng-
lish breakfast is offered at the 
hall on Saturday, March 1, from 
9am to 2pm.
n Tickets are £5 from the 
Community Information Centre, 
The Model Shop and the post 
office or call Christine on 01233 
860755

Get a ticket 
to raise cash 
for annexe

The hunt is 
on for a man 
to join the 
cast of Tenter-
den Operatic 
& Dramatic 
Society’s 
(TODS) next 
production, 
Oh! What a Lovely War.

The show has been cast but an 
extra man is needed. For more 
details, call Fiona on 01580 762245 
or 07854 412784 or email fiona-
murch@aol.com

Production dates are Thurs-
day, May 1, to Saturday, May 3, 
at 7.30pm at the Town Hall.

The hits of 
N e i l  D i a -
mond will be 
performed by 
tribute singer 
Bob Drury 
at a Tenter-
den Oper-
atic & Dra-
matic Society 
(TODS) event.

The show is at Benenden Vil-
lage Hall on Saturday, March 8, 
at 7pm.

Tickets are £20 which includes 
a two-course meal.
n They can be ordered by 
calling 01580 763683 

‘War’ needs  
one more man

Tribute to 
Diamond hits

Peter Williams gets some training in and collects cash for 
Help for Heroes  Picture: Paul Amos FM3039846
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